
 

 

Data for the week of 18 - 24 May 2020 (Epi week 21)

COVID-19 weekly surveillance report

Figure 3. Percentage of COVID-19 cases (N=775,004)
and deaths (N=102,541) by age group

Figure 1: Number of COVID-19 cases (N=2,009,613) and deaths (N=173,937) by reporting week

Source: International Health Regulation (IHR 2005) reports; case report forms; mortality survey; aggregated data reported in European Surveillance System (TESSy); aggregated data 
from Italy and Spain.
The reported data will be updated as more information becomes available.

Best viewed using Chrome, Safari or Internet Explorer 9 or higher. If you are having trouble viewing this page please click here for the alternative viewer.













The number of cases reported in week 21/2020 in the Region has declined by 48% 

since week 14/2020 

58% of the cases reported in week 21/2020 were from the Russian Federation and the 

United Kingdom

Three countries had a crude incidence of ≥50 per 100,000 in week 21/2020: Armenia, 

Belarus and San Marino (Fig 2A)

In 12 countries and territories, the 14-day cumulative incidence increased by ≥10% in 

week 21/2020 compared to the previous week. In order of percentage increase: 

Lithuania, Tajikistan, Malta, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, the Republic of Moldova, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, North Macedonia, Ukraine and Kosovo. (see EURO COVID-19 

Dashboard for recent trends)

66% of the deaths reported in week 21/2020 were from the United Kingdom, Italy, 

France and Spain

The proportion of reported cases that died decreased from 6.4% in week 20/2020 to 

5.8% in week 21/2020, a change that is likely due to a range of factors

Key points

Figure 2B.  COVID-19 cumulative incidence per 100,000 population and number of deaths by country

Table 1. Characteristics of COVID-19 cases and deaths

For more detailed information see: WHO Global situation dashboardWHO Global situation report s

Russian Federation 17%
United Kingdom 13%

Spain 12%
Italy 11%

Other 47%

Total 
cases reported

United Kingdom 21%
Italy 19%

Spain 16%

France 16%

Other 27%

Total 
deaths reported

94%
were in persons aged 60+

of all deaths 

97%
of all deaths 
had at least 1 underlying 

condition

58%
of all deaths 
were in men

Figure 4. Percentage of COVID-19 cases (N=770,694), hospitalizations (N=131,948), ICU admissions (N=12,228) and deaths 
(N=102,400) by age group and sex

Link to past weekly surveillance reports

Figure 5. Percentage positive for COVID-19 in the ILI/ARI sentinel surveillance by reporting week

The designations employed and the presentation of the information in this Web site do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the World 
Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

20%
of all people infected were 

health care workers

65%
had cardiovascular disease

79%
of all ICU admissions were 

people aged 50-79 years
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Seven countries in the Region each reported a cumulative incidence of ≥400 cases 

per 100,000 population: San Marino, Andorra, Luxembourg, Iceland, Ireland, Spain and 

Belgium

20% of all reported infections with information available were in a health care worker

79% of all ICU admissions were in persons aged 50-79 years of age, with 70% of all 

ICU admissions in men

73% of cumulative deaths were reported from the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain and 

France

94% of all deaths were in persons aged ≥60 years and 58% of all deaths were in men

97% of all deaths with information available had at least one underlying condition, 

with cardiovascular disease the leading comorbidity (65%)

From week 10/2020 and as of week 21/2020, there were more than 168,000 excess 

deaths reported from 24 countries/regions. Primarily in the age group ≥65 years with 

over 153,000 excess deaths, but also in the 15-64 years age group with over 14,000 

excess deaths. This time period includes part of the influenza season as well as the 

start of the COVID-19 pandemic. See European Mortality Bulletin

In week 21/2020, three countries reported a total of 68 tests and one COVID-19 

detection in persons with influenza-like illness in primary care sentinel surveillance. 

The updated positivity rate in week 20/2020 was 6.2% (8 countries) compared to 4.3% 

(8 countries) in week 19/2020. The highest positivity was 18.6%, seen in week 

15/2020 (Fig 5)

As of 13 May 2020, two countries in the European region have an Effective 

Reproductive Number significantly over 1: Kazakhstan and Armenia. (See 

EpiForecasts and the CMMID COVID working group COVID-19 Global Summary for 

latest estimates)

Summary overview

Figure 2A. COVID-19 incidence per 100,000 population and number of deaths by country for week 21
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http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/weekly-surveillance-report/weekly-surveillance-report-alt
https://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/ead3c6475654481ca51c248d52ab9c61
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5beeeee1b9125cd
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/past-weekly-surveillance-reports
https://www.euromomo.eu/
https://epiforecasts.io/covid/posts/global/

