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Heartfelt congratulations 



History 
• 2003: outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) 

• 2004: European Commission regulation 851/2004 

• 2005: ECDC becomes operational in May at Tomtebodaskolan 

• Timely establishment and steady expansion from a core team of 
five to about 300 staff 

• Now: fully operational, supporting 28 European Union Member 
States and the European Economic Area/European Free Trade 
Association (EEA/EFTA) states (Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway) 



Personal history and thanks   
• The late Mayor of Solna, Anders Gustav, and his wife  
• Swedish and other governments 
• European Medicines Evaluation Agency 
• European Parliament, European Commission  
• Excellent start-up team – strong leadership 
• Building the culture of the ECDC – selection is key    



13th 
General 

Programme 
of Work 



  

Life expectancy at 
birth has increased 

77.9 years  
in 2015 
 
76.7 years  
in 2010 
 
 



We are on track to reduce 
premature mortality 

1.5% 
annually 
 
 
 
 

from cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes and 
chronic respiratory diseases 



Health investment is the smartest 
investment -   
it pays off 

  
  

 



We must pursue our agreed 
values 



Universal  
health coverage 

(UHC) 

Health 
emergencies 

Driving progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals through the GPW13 

(2019–2023) 

1 billion more people 
benefitting from UHC 

 

1 billion more people 
better protected from 

health emergencies 

1 billion more people 
enjoying better health and 

well-being  

Healthy 
populations 

13th General Programme of Work (GPW13) 
WHO’s vision for the next five years 



COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL 



   

as assessed by the European RCC at its 32nd annual 
meeting,  

May 2018 

The WHO European 
Region has retained its 

polio-free status,  



  

The regional framework on 
vector-borne diseases 

contributes to the prevention and control of vector-borne 
diseases 



14 

Measles and rubella 
elimination 
We call on all countries to immediately implement broad, context-

appropriate measures to stop further spread of  

this disease. 
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Tuberculosis decline 

32 new cases per 
100 000 
(2016) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



United Nations General 
Assembly high-level 

meeting on ending 
tuberculosis 

26 September 2018 

New York, United States of America 

Now is the time to accelerate our 
efforts. 



Substantial challenges with 
HIV 

In 2017, 82% of all new HIV infections  
were in countries of eastern Europe and  
central Asia. 

One fifth of all people living with HIV  
in the Region do not know their status. 
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Ministerial policy dialogue on HIV 
in eastern Europe and central Asia  

 

Amsterdam, the Netherlands, July 2018 
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Viral hepatitis 

60% 
of liver cancer cases are due to  

viral hepatitis B and C 





Regional action plan to improve public 
health preparedness and response 



Working with the European Union 
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Senior official meeting between WHO 
and the European Union 



Collaboration with current and 
past European Union 
presidencies 



Collaboration with the ECDC 

• Regular technical meetings and annual 
coordination meetings 

• Joint data collection and publication (on 
tuberculosis, HIV and influenza) 

• Annual planning of joint collaborative activities and 
their midterm and year-end evaluation 

• General Principles of Collaboration finalized and 
endorsed 

• Joint branding, joint press releases and country 
assessments 

• Expansion of joint surveillance to other areas 
 



Thank you very much for your attention 
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