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Preamble

1. We mngers and representatives of European Menber States of WHO ! responsible for
hedlth and the environment gathered in London from 16 to 18 June 1999. Our mesting built on
foundations laid at the previous Environment and Health conferences in Frankfurt (1989) and
Helsnki (1994) and marked a new commitment to action in partnership for improving the
environment and hedlth in the twenty-first century.

Europe’s environment and health at the turn of the twenty-first century

2. We welcome the WHO report  An overview of environment and health in Europe in the
1990s It denordrates thet the ten years dnce owr fird cornference have seen various
achievements, which gve grounds for optimism about improvements in Europe’ s environment

and hedlth in the twenty-first century. However, it dso shows that the Region 4ill faces many

urgent environment and hedlth challenges.

3. Many problems remain unsolved and new challenges have emerged

In the Region as a whole serious problems remain and some are increasing. We draw
particular attertion to the increasing inequity between and within countries and the need

for internetional cooperation on transboundary problems, such as ar pollution; to the
cortinung lack of relisble access to sufficient safe water and sanitation for meny
communities, as a basic prerequiste for hedlth; and to transport, where solutions have yet

to be found to the adverse environment and health impacts of increasing traffic, especially

due to road transport.

Within countries the lack of economic growth and stability are urgent problens for some
courtries, denying a sudtainable basis for protecting the environment and hedlth. Specia
assgance is needed for courtries in transtion and some Member States which face more
severe and oftenworsenng  environment and health problems. We express our horror at the
continuation of armed corflicts in some countries of the Region, and the resuiting loss of

life and destruction of natural ervironments, health care establishments and recresationd
zones, there is a need for internationdl assessment of the damege being dore to the
environment and health, and for immediate remedia action. 2

Sonme trends are of great concern such as climate change and ozone depletion;
unsudtaineble patterns of consunption and production; and the tendency to conceive of
development and economic growth as unrelated issues, unaware of the fact thet economic
developmert is fundamentaly linked to inprovements in people’ s health.

4.  However, there are many reasons for being corfident thet improvements can be mede.

In the Region as a wholgdenocracy has continued to be strengthened, and cooperation
between countries hes increased notably. In addition to the Ervironment and Health
process, mary other processes such as Ervironment for Europe, programmes of the

L A supportive statement of the European Commission is cortained in Annex 1.

2 The Russian Federation feels that it is necessary to carry forward more concrete action aimed at eliminating as
soon as possible the environment and health consequences of military conflicts and at precluding such conflicts in
the future.
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European Commission (EC) and the process of enlargement of the European Union (EU)
have aso particularly contributed to this, coordination with them can yield added value for

the enmironment and hedth. WHO’ s Hedlth for All policy framework for the European
Regon for the twenty-first century ( HEALTH21) provides an additional, postive framework
for making further progress, and its European Centre for Environment and Health (ECEH)
can serve as a platform of sciertific and operational support for effective action.

Within countries most have exploited the foundations laid by internetional cooperation, by
developing hedlth drateges that embody the principles of Hedth for All, Nationa
Environmental Headlth Action Plans (NEHAPs), National Environmental Action
Programmes ( NEAPs) and Agenda 21 strategies.

There are many positive trends such as increases in life expectancy at birth in many
courtries; advances in technology and in its use for the benefit of human health; improved
education; progress in research and understanding; greater involvement of civil society in
environment and hedlth metters; and the continuing willingness of governments to take
strong measures to protect health and the environmern.

5. In the pagt ten years we have learnt that by working in intersectord partnerships and
increasing coordingtion of relevant intiatives, we can have a gresater effect in reducing the

negative inpacts of human activity on the ervironment and hedth. We are determined to

drengthen and expand owr coordingtion and partnership, as we work towards improved
environment and health within sustaineble developmernt.

Commitment to action

6. We wish to record here, in the paragraphs below, the actions thet we have agreed at our
third Conference.

Cross-cutting action

7. We will cary out envronmental impact assessments fully covering impacts on human
hedlth and safety. We invite countries to introduce and/or carry out strategic assessents of the
environment and hedlth impacts of proposed policies, plans, programmes and general rues. We
invite international financial institutions also to apply these procedures. There will be appropriate
participation of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and members of the public in the
procedures set out in this paragraph.

Water and health

8.  Weadopt the Protocol 3 on Water and Heslth to the 1992 Convertion on the Protection and

Use of Transhoundary Watercourses and International Lakes, (MP.WAT/AC.1/1999/1 — EHCO
020102 P, Conference document EUR/ICP/EHCO 020205/8 05299 — 24 March 1999), with the
am of preverting, cortroling and reducing the incidence of water-related disease through
collaboration on water management and protection of health and the ervironment. We thark the
Government of Hungary for leading the process of developing this Protocol and cal upon al

Menmber States of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) and those in

3 Austria and Turkey have a general reservation with regard to the Protocol and its title. Austria believes the title
should read “ Protocol on Water and Health for the European Region'” .
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the European Regon of WHO to ratify both the Protocol and, if they have not dready done o,
the parent Convention. We aso tharnk the Secretary-General of the United Nations for acting as
the Protocol’ s Depositary.

9.  Within the framework of the Protocol we will take all appropriate measures for the purpose

of achieving:

(@ adequate supplies of wholesome drinking-water which is free from any micro-organisis,
parastes ad substances which, owing to therr nurbers or concertration, condtitute a
potentiad danger to humen hedth. This gl include the protection of water resources
which are used as sources of drinking-water, treatment of water and the establishmernt,
improvement and maintenance of collective systens,

(b) adequate sanitation of a standard which aufficiently protects humen hedth and the
environment. This shall be done especidly through the establishment, improvement and
maintenance of collective systens,

(c) effective protection of water resources used as sources of drinking-water, and their related
water ecosystens, from pollution from other causes, including agriculture, industry and
other discharges and emissions of hazardous substances. This gl am at the effective
reduction and dimination of discharges and emissons of substances judged to be
hezardous to human hedlth and water ecosystens,

(d) adequate safeguards for humen hedlth againgt water-related disease arigng from the use of
water for recreational purposes or for the production of fish from aquacuiture, from the
water in which shellfish are produced or from which they are harvested, from the use of
waste water for irrigation or from the use of sewage dudge in agricuture or aquecuture;

(e) efective systems for monitoring Stuetions likely to resut in outbreaks or incidents of
water-related disease and for responding to such outbresks and incidents and the risk of
them

10. We will apply the Protocol’ s provisons to the maximum extent possible pending its entry
into force. We ask UN/ECE and WHO to assist in thet, especidly by:

(@ organzng meetings of the Signatories, open to al States who are ertitled to sign the
Protocol, to the European Commission and to all relevant international intergovernmental
and nongovernmental organizations,

(b) providing the necessary infrastructure within the framework of existing budgets.

11. We cdll for close cooperation in this work between UN/ECE, WHO, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
EC, as well as other relevart international organizations. We specifically call upon UN/ECE and
UNDP to meke a usefu contribution to national strateges for sustaingble development by
helping to buld up national capacity in the area of water and water management. We offer to
share our experience with other regions of the world and commend the Protocol to other regional
commissions of the United Nations and regiond offices of WHO.
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Transport, environment and health*

12. We recognize thet transport plays a mgjor part in life today, contributing to quality of life,
access to goods ad services, ad economic and socid development. We are, however,
concerned thet the curent patterns of transport in the European Regon, dominated by road
nmotor vehicles, are not sustaingble and have sgnificant adverse impacts on hedth and the
environment, and that the potential hedth benefits of sustainable transport have not been
adequately explored.

13. Although postive steps have been taken internationally and within our countries, present
trangport srateges il resut in high damege codts, of which only a svall part is borne by the
trangport sector.

14. We are determined at international and national levels to effectively reduce the significant
adverse effects and barriers to community development created by transport-related air, soil and

water pollution, accidents and noise, greenhouse gases emissons and dameging of forests and to

increase the hedlth benefits of physicaly active transport modes, notably cycling and walking
(including to and from means of public transport). Actions taken in the relevart fora to achieve
these different aims should be consstert, notably concerning the reduction of greenhouse gases

and other hedlth-dameging emissions.

15. By adopting the Charter on Transport, Ervironment and Hedlth, we corfirm our
commitment to meke transport sustaineble to hedth and the environment. We thark the
Government of Audtria for leading its developmernt, jointly with WHO.

16. We undertake to adopt the principles and strateges set out therein and commend them as a

bads for progress at international, national, subrational and loca levels. We will strengthen the
enforcement of current legdation and drive to implement the measures in the Charter’ s plan of

action, especidly those amed at attaning the hedth targets, ad to integrate hedth and
environment concerns into current and new trangport, water and land use planning policy, inter
aliaby:

(& pusung cooperation and promoting approaches whereby hedth and  environment
requrements are taken into accout and authorities in both sectors are involved in
decison-meking processes related to trangport, water and land use planing ad
infrastructure;

(b) promoting modes of transport, such as public transport, waking and cycling, and water,
land use planning and technologies that have the best public health impact;

(c) asessng the ervirommental hedth impacts and costs of transport, land use and
infrastructure policies and investments;

(d) promoting policies designed to  internalize transport-related environmental health codts,
() developing palicies to protect populations at extra risk of health effects from transport;
() investigating further the health risks from trangport thet are not yet fully clarified;

(9 nontoring the links between transport and hedth and the progress mede towards the
targets identified in the plan of action;

4 Turkey has a reservation on paragraphs 14—18 of the Declaration.
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(h  promoting pilot projects and research programmes focused on achieving transport thet is
sustainable for health and the environmern;

(i) rasng public awareness and individual responsbility and ensuring access to informetion
about the impacts of transport on environmental health, and increasing public participation
in decison-meking on trangport projects and strategies,

()  cooperating with and giving al possible support to countries with severe transport-related
hedlth problems in promoting transport sustainable for health and the environmert.

17. We commt ourselves to meking appropriste arrangements for the follow-up and
monitoring of implementation of the Charter, by integrating, where necessary, with existing
mechaniss for the follow-up of other international transport and ervironment decisions and in
particuar with the follow-up of the UN/ECE Viemna Declaration on Transport and the
Environmert.

18. We cal on WHO and other international organizations to continue to support these efforts

by fulfilling the roles idertified for them in the Charter. We recognize that further efforts will be
needed in the future, beyond inplementation of the Charter, in order to achieve transport thet is
sustainable for the ervironment and hedlth. We invite WHO and UN/ECE, jointly and in
cooperation with other international organizations, to provide an overview of relevant existing
ageamentsand  legd ingruments, with a view to improving and harmonizing their implementation
and further developing them as needed. A report on this overview shoud be submitted a the latest
by spring 2000, recommending which further steps are needed. Thet report shoud cover the
possibility of new non-legally binding actions and the feasibility, necessty and cortert of a new

legally binding instrument (e.g. a convention on trangport, environment and hedlth, focusing on
bringing added value to, and avoiding overlaps with, existing agreements).

19. A decision on negotiation of such an instrument shall be taken as soon as possble after the
submisson of the report, a a meeting of ministers of transport, environment and hedlth of
Member States or ther representatives, convened for that purpose by WHO and UN/ECE at the
latest by the end of the year 2000.

Implementing NEHAPs in partnership

20. We commit ourselves to NEHAP implementation, by taking the measures which we have
identified as necessary in our courtries and by taking the lead in mobilizng al other actors.

21. We welcome the proposals, recommendations and requests for national and international
action in the documert  Implementing NEHAPS in partnership We thark the governments of
Bulgaria and the United Kingdom for leading the development of those proposals, jointly with
WHO and the NEHAP Task Force. In particular, we endorse and strongly support:

(@ the integration of ervironment and hedlth concerns, on a reciproca bass, into national
policies and plans, plans for economic sectors, legdation and finance;

(b) the implementation and further development of NEHAPSs through action at sub-national
and locdl levels, in coordination with other local plans, and with support for environment
and hedth professonds with relevant training and resources and capacity-building in
environment and health managemernt;
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(¢) the development of national communication and public informetion Strateges, as a two-
way process, in metters affecting the environment and health;

(d) efforts to involve the public and NGOs at the earliest possble stage in the inplementation
and further development of NEHAPs and related intiatives under Agenda 21; and

() continuation of asssance by Menber States, international organizations, subregional
goups ad indtitutions for strengthening environmental health services and  enforcement
agencies, for capacity-bulding measures in environmental health and for the provision of
gpecific assstance with their accession-related needs to courtries of central and eagtern
Europe which are candidates for mermbership of the EU.

22. We resolve, acting in partnership with international organizations and  indtitutions as
appropriate, to fufil the roles and undertake the tasks idertified for achieving effective
implementation of NEHAPs throughout the Region. Further, in the spirit of the Ministerial
Declaration adopted at the Fourth ~ “Environment for Europe * Conference (Arhus,
23-25 Jure 1998), we resolve to coordinate the implementation of our NEHAPs with NEAPs
and other environmental policies or plans.

Local processes for environment and health action

23. We welcome the book produced by WHO entitled ~ Source book on implementing local
environment and health projects.We recommend that a strong commitment should be meade,
involving  multi-partner approaches, to implementing local environment and hedlth activities
identified as a resuit of both national and local planning processes.

24.  We recommend thet local plans to improve health and the environment shoud be drawn up
and implemented in our courtries, either as part of other relevant plans, such as Loca Agenda 21
or Hedlthy Cities Action Plans, or separately. These shoud be developed preferably by existing
bodies and designed to achieve digtinct local environment and health improvemens.

25.  We will identify mechanisms within each of our courtries, involving but not limited to
public sector organizations, community groups and NGOs, to pronote well managed local
environment and health projects, develop data and monitoring systems, and devise a training and
informetion exchange programme on  dternative  intersectoral approaches  for  local
implementation. These mechanisms shoud aso promote health issues within the context of
HEALTH21 and Agenda 21.

26. We recommend that the European Environment and Health Committee (EEHC) shouid
promote steps by WHO and other relevant organizatiors, to:

(& provide policy advice and guidance on loca ervironment and hedlth implementation
intiatives,

(b) assess the need for, and prepare as needed, further informetive and practical publications
for implementers of local environment and health projects on:
- drengthening community involvemert in local implementation;
— theroles of private sector and financing ingtitutions in local implementation;
—  data collection and loca needs assessrert.
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Environment and health research for Europe

27. We welcome the proposals made in the document Environment and health research for
Europe, prepared by the European Science Foundation (ESF) in liaison with EC and WHO. We

will use it as one of the bases for a pan-European, integrated and coordinated effort for research

in the priority areas idertified in this Declaration.

28. We recognze our need for research of the highest reliability and qudlity as a tool for
decison-meking, and we will encourage and support EC, ESF and WHO and, where relevart,
other international organizations in developing their collaboration to this end. Such collaboration
would facilitate pan-European consultation and coordinated action on environment and hedlth
research. We will encourage our appropriate netional bodies to implement the research proposed
in the above-mentioned documert.

29. We recognize that policies and individuals  behaviour do not take sufficiently into accourt
the link between the ervironment and hedlth. We call upon researchers to investigate this gap
and to develop methods aimed at overcoming it.

Access to information, public participation and accessto justice in environment and
health matters

30. We dffirm our commitment to giving the public effective access to informetion, improving
communication with the public, securing the role of the public in decision-meking and providing

access to justice for the public in ervironment and health metters. We warmly welcome the

document  Access to information, public participation and access to justice in environment and
health matters and recommend it for consideration,  inter alia by the Signetories to the Arhus
Convertion, in further deliberations in this field.

31. We request WHO to explore options for strengthening public rights to informetion,
participation and justice in the sphere of health.

32.  We recognize the desirability of the public having streamlined, low-cost and timely access

to high-quality environment and hedth informetion. We note that eectronic  informeation
technologes are drametically increasing the possibilities for such access and we recognize thet
many key inditutions, organizations and agencies, including the Food and Agricuture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), UN/ECE, UNEP, UNDP, the European Community (through EC and the
European Environment Agency (EEA)), and WHO in cooperation with NGOs are aready
meking efforts towards this end. To further this objective, we request EEHC, with the
involvement of NGO representatives from both the environmental and heslth sides, to take steps

to promote the development of a comprehensve, easly accessible network of databases on
environment and hedlth issues, involving as appropriate representatives of mgjor providers and
users of environment and hedlth informetion. Furthermore, we encourage governmernts and
international organizations to incorporate this objective in their informetion policies.

33. We invite WHO to edtablish a working group, involving representatives of the media,
environmental  health  professonds, NGOs and other key partners in assessment or
communication of risks, to elaborate guidelines on risk communication, having regard to relevant
international work in this field and taking into account the need to rigoroudy apply the
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precautionary principle in assessing risks and to adopt a more prevertive, pro-active approach to
hezards, and to report to thenext  Environment and Healthconference.

34. We resolve to pronmote the application of the principles of the Arhus Corvertion in
international  decison-meking processes deding with the ervironment and health. > We
recommend the provision of opportunities for effective participation by NGOs in the preparation

by intergovernmental organizations of instruments having significant ervironmental or human

health implications.

Health, environment and safety management

35.  We note with appreciation the document Towards good practice in health, environment
and safety management in industrial and other enterpriseand we recognize our role and the
role of stakeholders in implementing its objectives. We thark the Government of Poland for

leading its development and will take into account its holistic and participatory approach as a

bass for assessing, strengthening or establishing, as appropriate, national policies designed to

facilitate good practice in dl types of enterprises.

36. We recognize the importance of indituting workplace measures to meet public hedlth
needs and godls, and the right of workers to be involved in the decison-meking process on those
measures. We will promote good practice in heath, ervironment and safety management in
enterprises, in collaboration with stakeholders in our countries such as loca  authorities,
enforcement agencies, business (including small and medium-sized enterprises), trade unions,
NGOs, socid and private insurance indtitutions, educational and research indtitutions, auditing
bodies, and providers of prevention services. The current regulatory frameworks and economical
gpprasal related to hedth and safety should be, if necessary, strengthened for this purpose and
sdf-reguatory mechanisms  (voluntary  intistives and  agreements) shoud be used as
complementary measures. We invite WHO and the International Labour Organization to work
together to assst coutries in developing processes, involving al  stakeholders, for
implementation of environmental practice which also promotes public hedlth, and to develop
close cooperation with the European Commisson to asss the candidate countries for
membership of the European Union to meet their obligations.

37. We recognize the rignts and needs of workers to be informed of occupational and
environmental health hazards in the workplace, and of the public to be informed of hazards
posed to the community by the activities of enterprises. We will create or strengthen informetion
systens on hedlth, environment and safety management and performance in enterprises, meking
them accessible to enployers and enployees as well as to rational and foreign investors.

38. We invite al concerned intergovernmental bodies and international organizations to
promote a holistic concept of hedlth, environment and safety management in enterprises, both
nationally and internationally, by applying a precaltionary, step-by-step approach.

Early human health effects of climate change and stratospheric ozone depletion

39. We recognze that humanrinduced changes in the doba climete sysem and in
dratospheric ozone pose a range of severe hedth risks ad potentidly threaten economc

® Turkey has a reservation on this sentence.
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development and sociad and political stability. National action is urgently required by all
courtries to reduce and prevert as far as possble these environmental changes and to limit the
exposure of human popuations in Europe to climate change and increased uUltraviolet irradiation,
and the consequertia hedlth risks over the coming decades.

40. We wecome and support the conclusions and recommendations of the document Early

human health effects of climate change and stratospheric ozone depletion in Europad
recommend the establishment of a Europe-wide interagency network for monitoring, researching

and reviewing the early human hedlth effects of climaete change and of dratospheric ozone
depletion, developing and advocating prevertion, mitigation and adaptation policies, and
identifying specific research priorities in thet field. We invite ECEH to act as a co-ordinator in

this network as part of the gobal programmes under the Inter-Agency Committee on the Climete
Agenda endorsed in 1998 by the World Hedth Assenbly and to link it to other relevant goba
programmes such as those arising from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climete
Change and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

41. We will support the idertification, developmert, Sandardization, evaluation and broad use
of systens for monitoring and assessing changes in ervironmental indicators, bio-indicators of
hedlth risk and impacts on hedlth as well as indicators of population health status across Europe.
These systems must be coordinated with goba monitoring activities.

42. We will develop our cepacities, as necessary, to undertake nationa hedth impact
assesamerts with the aim of identifying the vunerability of populations and subgroups and will
ensure the necessary transfer of know-how among courtries. We will meke these assessments
avallable for possble consderation in the forthcoming Third Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climaete Change.

43. We will carry out ongoing reviews of the social, economic and technical prevention,
mitigation and adaptation options available to reduce the adverse inpacts of climate change and
dratospheric ozone depletion on humen hedth. We will support the inplementation of
prevention, mitigation and adaptation strategies taking into account netional impact assesserns,
e.g. by srengthening survelllance activities, with appropriate public education and with special
reference to vunerable groups.

Economic perspectives on environment and health

44. We recognize that policy in many sectors affects environmental hedlth, and thet economic
analysis can express cogts in explicit terms and hence encourage decision-mekers to take them
into accourt. We further recognize thet economic analyss helps with setting priorities with
regard to risk reduction, by assessng the cos-effectiveness of such measures. However, we
recall that there will remain uncertainties about the extent of some risks as well as in economic
evaluations; we therefore reaffirm our commitment to the precautionary principle. We affirm the
potertial of economic instruments as policy tools that cortribute effectively to improving health
and the environment, and we recognize thet it is possible to meke far more use of them

45.  We will develop, so far as is needed, our capacities to carry out economic analyss, in order
to place this tool at the service of efforts to meet our commitments, and in particlar to
srengthen our netional systens of Strategic environmenta impact assessment o as to include
hedth concerns, and to ensre the integration of environment and hedth condderations into
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policies (paragraph 21(a)). We will promote the full internalization of environment and hedlth
cogts, ad the preparation of srategies for achieving this.

46. We welcome the principles for action set out a the end of the document Economic
perspectives on environment and healthand we invite the relevant organizations including
OECD, UNDP, UNEP, UN/ECE, WHO and the World Bank:

(@ to consder these principles for strengthening their cooperation on ervironment and health
€CoNoIMcs,

(b) to further integrate environment and health concerns as they relate to economics into their
activities and development operations.

47. We invite EEHC to asss in the coordination of these efforts and we commit ourselves to
participating actively in them and to ensuring thet the relevant actors provide the support ad
commitment required.

Children’s health and the environment

48. We recogize the specid wunerability of chidren and reproductive hedlth to
environmental threats. We are determined to develop policies and implement actions to provide
children with a safe environment, including during prenatal and postnatal development, towards
the highest attainable level of hedth. We will take effective measures to meke rapid progress
towards WHO targets for improving child heglth and arresting the worrying trends of certain
childhood diseases in some aress of the regon. To this end, we support the 1997 Declaration of
the Environmental Leaders of the Eight on Children’ s Environmental Health as a framework for
developing policies and actions for our countries.

49. We recognize that both the sociad and the physical environments influence hedlth,
behaviour and the socia and personal development of children. We advocate the development of
prevertion-oriented policies and actions, including education, as the most effective means of
protecting children from environmental threats to health.

50. We will develop intiatives in our countries to gve greater enphess in al relevant
programmes to the need to prevent the exposure of children to ervironmenta threats. To this

end, we endorse the priority areas identified in the document Children’s Health and the
Environment and will develop policies and implement actions and public health interventions in

these areas. We request EEHC to idertify methods and mechanisrs to:

(@ promote the exchange of informetion and experience across the Region on the management
of prevertive strategies on, and research into, asthma and dlerges,

(b) support and enable the exchange of informetion and experience in implementing public
hedlth intervertions on childhood acciderts and injuries,

() develop and implement public hedlth intervertions to prevent smoking and the effects of
environmental tobacco smoke, in particular by encouraging Member States to participate in
the gobal and regional Tobacco-Free Initiative,

(d) promote and encourage public health measures in areas of emergng concern about
environmenta impacts on children’ s hedlth, on the basis of the precautionary principle;



EUR/ICP/EHCO 0202 05/18Rev.5
page 13

() establish how the particuar needs of children can be highighted and prioritized within the
NEHAP process and other relevant national programmes,

()  develop an effective mechanism for monitoring and reporting progress annually throughout
the Regon on the bass of key indicators of the state of children’ s health and the relevant
environmental conditions.

51. Indoing this we request EEHC to take fully into accourt the work already carried out by
other international and regional bodies such as UNEP, the United Nations Children’ s Fund
(UNICEF), the European Community (through EC and the EEA), WHO and other international
organizations and NGOs. We express our willingness to cooperate in the exchange of
informetion and experiences through a coordinating mechanism, and to help one another in
developing policies and implementing public health interventions.

The future of the environment and health process
The role of the European Environment and Health Committee

52. We gppreciate the usefulness of the European Ervironment and Health Committee (EEHC)
in achieving the goas set out in paragraph 23 of the Helsinki Declaration on Action for
Environment and Hedlth in Europe and acknowledge its achievements. We have therefore
decided that EEHC shoud continue as an advisory body for a futher five years from 1 Juy
1999. We 4till consder the terms of reference of EEHC as given in paragraph 27 of the Helsinki
Declaration to be appropriate, with the addition of the following three functions which will be
necessary to follow up on the decisons we have mede here in Londor:

to monitor, facilitate and promote the implementation of actions decided by environment
and hedlth mingters at the London Corference;

to promote cooperation and coordination with associated organizations and related
processes, and in particular the linkage between the Environment for Europeprocess ad the
Environment and Healthprocess

to develop futher the  Environment and Health process in Europe by facilitating and
promoting partnerships and  intersectorality at dl levels in the field of environment and
hedlth thet lead towards sustainability.

53. We wish to encourage grester transparency in the work of EEHC. We agree to extend the
membership of EEHC by adding six representatives of mgjor groups, including NGOs, local
government, business, trade unions, environment and hedlth professondls nominated by their
appropriate organizations. We take note of its method of working and secretariat arrangements as
st ouin EEHC’ sreport to our conference.

Commitment to partnership

54. We regffirm the commitments to partnership mede at our previous conferences. We request
EEHC to take forward the further developmernt of partnership in the Environment and Health
process as set out below.

55.  We will continue to collaborate with al EEHC member organizations and other European and
doba organizations and processes. Partnership with the international community should include:
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(& increasing cooperation and coordination between relevant international activities, including
by encouraging interagency accords S0 as to streanline efforts and increase effectiveness,
and ensuring close coordinetion of the Environment and Healthad Environment for

Europe processes;

(b) pronoting effective coordination with international economic and trade organizations, in
order to minimize environmental concerns in the era of gobalization;

() exchangng informetion with environment and health processes in other regons;

(d) reaching out to the scientific community, particularly through its research organizations,
recognizing that we live in a rapidly changing world and therefore need to inprove owr
foresight of environment and hedlth metters and anticipate future developmernts, as well as
dealing with problems already identified.

56. WHO-ECEH was established after our first conference (Frankfurt, 1989) and has served as
a source of technical expertise for the Region and of scientific support for the idertification of
effective evidence-based ervironment and hedlth policies. We are extremely grateful for the
support given to WHO-ECEH, principally by Italy, the Netherlands and France. Partnership with
WHO-ECEH should include:

(@ ensuring that WHO-ECEH continues to play an effective role and further develops its
capacities, especially for implementation of the actions we have agreed at this conference;

(b) encouraging more Member States and WHO to share in providing the necessary financid
support to WHO-ECEH.

57. We warnt to enhance solidarity and, in particuar, to recognize and effectively address the
differences in environment and heslth status between courtries of the Region. Partnership with
Member States shoud include;

(@ assding courntries of centrd and eastern Europe (CCEE) and newly independent dtates
(N1S), particularly through building up their capacities and providing support to the reform
of reguatory sructures, including the development and implementation of ervironment
ad hedth “ acquis communautaire” as part of the process of accesson to the EU for a
number of CCEE, s0 as to maximize benefit to the environment and health;

(b) a*bottomup” approach, in which countries identify priorities for international activity and
are committed to implementing them;

(o promoting sub-regond collaboration, for example to build on the successful model offered
by the Visegrad, Nordic/Baltic, Centra Asan and Sofia groups, and other collaboration
between courtries such as that between Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georga in the south
Caucasus regon, in developing and implementing NEHAPS,

(d) sharing information and promoting increases in the understanding of sciertific, technical
and economic metters, as a bags for innovative and effective policies;

() carying forward a strong programme of implementing NEHAPs in partnership, as
envisaged in this Declaration and coordinated by EEHC.

58. We welcone the extensive activity taking place at local level to protect the environment
and health, through the Healthy Cities network, Loca Agenda 21 and many other networks and
intiatives. We want to pay nmore attertion to enhancing local-level activity and meking full use
of the skills and experience available. Partnership with local agencies should include:
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(& promoting the recognition and representation of loca authorities, health agencies and other
locdl agercies inthe  Environment and Health process and in other relevant international
activities,

(b)  supporting locd intiatives aimed at meeting NEHAP and Agenda 21 objectives.

59. We gppreciate the vaue of the contributions mede by NGOs and members of the public to
environment and hedth metters, and we gpecifically welcome NGOs  contributions  to
preparations for this conference and their participation in it. Partnership with NGOs should
include:

(@ promoting NGO participation in the future development of the Environment and Health
process and maximizing the contribution that NGOs and members of the public can meke
to actions thet it intiates;

(b) promoting public participation, access to informetion and access to judtice as a Cross-
cutting priority in line with the Arhus Corvertion; 6

() ensuring that NGOs can participate in the implementation of the commitments to action
agreed at this Conference and in regular and transparent reviews of progress.

60. We recognize that economic activity can meke a sgnificart difference to the environment
and hedlth, as well as to social and economic development. Partnership with business, industry,
trade unions and private and public sector enterprises shoud include:

(@ meking greater use of the existing knowledge and capacities that the economic sectors
often have to support our efforts;

(b) promoting the economic sectors  participation in the Environment and Healthprocess.

61. We pledge oursalves to work in partnership to implement the actions we have set out in
this Declaration. We gtress the importance of monitoring the resuits and invite EEHC to present
an updated overview of the environment and health in Europe a our fourth corference. We
recognize thet much remains to be done to address the challenges thet environmental degradation
poses to the hedlth of the people of the European Region. We bélieve thet we must continue our
joint efforts in order to buld on the progress we have so far mede towards this godl.

62. We resaffirm our support for the global and regiondl convertions and commitments, and
express our willingness to condder the development of further appropriate international
ingtruments that can meke it eader to carry out, in cooperation with relevant international
organizations, the actions we have decided here.

The way forward

63. We will work with al relevant international organizations in taking forward the actions

agreed in this Declaration and maintaining momentum in the Environment and Health process.
We pledge our political support for this and will gve technical and financial assistance within
ou available means. We consder that coordingtion with the Environment for Europeministerial

conferences shoud be as close as possible and welcome the decison to hold the next of those in
Ukraine in 2002. We aso welcome and express our willingness to contribute to the “ Rio plus ten
Conference’ to take place in 2002.

® Turkey has a reservation on this sub- paragraph.
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64. Representatives of NGOs and other mgjor groups across the Region have participated in
ou meeting and its preparatory processes and have mede a vauable cortribution. We welcome
the work of the Healthy Planet Forum that hes been held in pardle with this meeting, and the
increasingly close working relationship developing between Member States, NGOs and mgjor
groups thet this represents. We wish this working relationship to continue and to strengthen. We
note with interest the conclusons of the Healthy Planet Forum and request the European
Environment and Hedth Committee to consder al of them carefuly and to meke
recommendations on an appropriate response in its next annua report.

65. We ask EEHC to report annudlly to the Regional Committee for Europe of WHO and to
the Committee on Environmental Policy of UN/ECE on:

our achievements and areas needing greater efforts;

its activities, workplan and budget requirements.
66. Furthermore, we invite EEHC to present detalled proposals to al Member States in 2002,
through the European Regonal Committee of WHO and the Committee on Environmental

Policy of UN/ECE, on agenda items for afouth ~ Environment and Health Conference in 2004, to
be hosted by Hungary.

L ondon, 18 June 1999

“Tose Tow, |l [neacs

Rt Hon Tessa Jowell, MP Rt Hon Miched Meacher, MP
Minister of State for Public Hedlth Minister for the Ervironment
United Kingdom United Kingdom

FALY

Lord Whitty of Camberwell Dr JE. Asval

Parliamentary Under- Secretary of State Regional Director for Europe
Department of the Ervironment, Transport World Health Organization
and the Regors

United Kingdom
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Annex 1

STATEMENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

The European Commission welcomes the documents thet have been presented and adopted at the
third Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health.

The new protocol to the 1992 Corvertion on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes, thet has been prepared jointly by the Parties to the
Convention with the UN/ECE and WHO, contains significant provisions to reduce water-related
dissese.

The objectives of the Charter on Transport, Ervironment and Hedth are to ensure better
coordiretion between hedlth, environment and transport sectors, and to edtablish hedlth as a
priority consideration in trangport policy.

The Ministerid Declaration sets out an approach for the future and records commitmerts to all
the conference topics such as public participation, climete change, economc perspectives,
implementation of national environmental health action plans (NEHAPS) and research.

The Commission firmly supports the objectives put forward in these documents but is not in a
position to adopt or Sign at this time the Conference documents. However, it wishes to stress thet
the posshility of sgning a a later stage will be gven consderation. In the meantime, the
Commission will continue to work actively with international organizations, in particuar WHO,
in contributing to the promotion of these objectives and the attainment of a higher level of hedlth
and a safer environment. The Commission intends to take into accourt, in its future activities and
within its competence, the initiatives thet have been launched in the documents.
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