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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides

LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 

Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 

abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 

Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 

Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –

Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 

Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 

VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 

Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 

DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence

Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES

Implementation

FINLAND
 Population: 5 408 466               Gross national income per capita: US$ 46 820           Income group: High              Income inequality: 26.88

ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.3

Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY  MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES

Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1

1 Subnational.

Afghanistan

Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 

Blunt force 10% 

Strangulation 1% 

Burn 1% 
Other  6% 

Albania

Firearm 26% 

Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 

Other  36% 

Unknown 5% 

Algeria

Firearm 10% 

Sharp force 25% 

Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 

Burn 2% 

Other  57% 

Armenia

Firearm 17% 

Sharp force 33% 

Blunt force 1% 

Other  46% 

Unknown 3% 

Australia

Firearm 14% 

Sharp force 36% 

Blunt force 6% 

Strangulation 11% 

Other  33% 

Austria

Firearm 12% 

Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 

Unknown 32% 

Azerbaijan

Firearm 18% 

Sharp force 27% 

Blunt force 9% 

Strangulation 9% 

Other  37% 

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Firearm 2% 

Sharp force 47% 

Blunt force 18% 

Strangulation 3% 

Other  23% 

Unknown 7% 

Belarus

Belgium

Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 

Blunt force 7% 

Other  3% Unknown 3% 

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 

Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 

Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 

Bolivia

Botswana

Brazil

Brunei

Firearm 17% 

Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 

Strangulation 9% 

Burn 1% 
Other  11% 

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Firearm 41% 

Sharp force 26% 

Other  19% 

Unknown 14% 

Burundi

Firearm 14% 

Sharp force 37% 

Blunt force 42% 

Strangulation 2% 

Burn 1% 

Other  4% 

Cambodia

Cameroon

Firearm 35% 

Sharp force 33% 

Blunt force 16% 

Strangulation 8% 

Burn 3% 

Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 

Canada

China

Firearm 78% 

Sharp force 16% 

Blunt force 3% 

Other  3% 

Colombia

Blunt force 100% 

Cook Islands

Firearm 63% 

Sharp force 19% 

Blunt force 9% 

Strangulation 5% 

Other  4% 

Costa Rica

Firearm 24% 

Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 

Strangulation 6% 

Burn 2% 

Other  18% 

Croatia

Cuba

Firearm 6% 

Sharp force 70% 

Blunt force 11% 

Strangulation 6% 

Burn 1% 

Other  5% 

Unknown 3% 

Firearm 34% 

Strangulation 22% 

Other  33% 

Unknown 11% 

Cyprus

Firearm 12% 

Sharp force 14% 

Blunt force 69% 

Strangulation 5% 

Other  0.5% 

Czech Republic

Firearm 17% 

Sharp force 50% 

Blunt force 33% 

Dominica

Firearm 64% 

Sharp force 25% 

Blunt force 7% 

Strangulation 3% 

Other  1% 

Dominican Republic

Firearm 63% 

Sharp force 21% 

Blunt force 1% 

Strangulation 5% 

Other  2% 

Unknown 8% 

Ecuador

Egypt

Firearm 67% 

Sharp force 23% 

Blunt force 1% 

Strangulation 4% 

Burn 1% 
Other  4% 

Firearm 70% 

Sharp force 23% 

Blunt force 6% 

Other  0.4% 

Unknown 1% 

El Salvador

Firearm 6% 

Sharp force 44% 

Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 

Burn 3% 

Estonia

Fiji

Sharp force 46% 

Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 

Burn 19% 

Other  12% 

Firearm 15% 

Sharp force 46% 

Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 

Burn 3% 

Other  16% 

Finland

Gabon

Georgia

Firearm 13% 

Sharp force 38% 

Blunt force 8% 

Strangulation 13% 

Burn 1% 

Other  18% 

Unknown 9% 

Germany

Firearm 51% 

Sharp force 18% 

Blunt force 11% 

Strangulation 8% 

Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 

Ghana

Firearm 82% 

Strangulation 3% 

Other  15% 

Firearm 32% 

Sharp force 10% 

Blunt force 55% 

Other  3% 

Firearm 19% 

Sharp force 40% 

Blunt force 9% 

Strangulation 2% 

Burn 4% 

Other  7% 

Unknown 19% 

Guyana

Firearm 83% 

Sharp force 10% 

Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 

Other  1% 

Unknown 0.4% 

Honduras

Iceland

Indonesia

Iran

Firearm 45% 

Sharp force 14% 

Blunt force 7% 

Strangulation 6% 

Burn 4% 

Other  24% 

Iraq

Firearm 55% 

Sharp force 27% 

Blunt force 4% 

Strangulation 5% 

Other  2% Unknown 7% 

Israel

Firearm 45% 

Sharp force 24% 

Blunt force 7% 

Strangulation 7% 

Burn 2% 
Other  5% 

Unknown 10% 

Italy

Blunt force 100% 

Guatemala

Guinea

Sharp force 100% 

India
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Firearm 10% 

Sharp force 12% 

Blunt force 2% 

Strangulation 2% 

Burn 5% 

Other  40% 

Unknown 29% 
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Source: National Research Institute of Legal Policy

Reported homicides (2011) N= 114, Rate= 2.11/100 000 (67% M, 33% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Research Institute of Legal Policy/ Reported homicides: Police

FI
N

LA
N

D

Da
ta

 c
ol

le
ct

io
n 

by
 m

ul
tis

ec
to

ra
l c

on
se

ns
us

 m
ee

tin
g 

an
d 

cl
ea

re
d 

by
 M

in
is

try
 o

f S
oc

ia
l A

ffa
irs

 a
nd

 H
ea

lth
.




