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Health at the centre of development
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Health is a political choice
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“Leaving no one behind”
is our call for action
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Moving towards joint commitments

1. Focus on inequities
2. Achieve universal health coverage
3. Strengthen health systems 
4. Work upstream: health promotion and disease 

prevention
5. Address all the determinants of health
6. Strengthen emergency preparedness and response
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Health 2020 is fully aligned with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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• Most countries are experiencing 
a 2–3% annual average decline 
in premature mortality.

• The aim is a decline of 40% by 
2025.

Premature mortality is declining
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Progress so far in the Region

• Infant mortality: 6.7 per 1000 live births

• Children vaccinated against measles and rubella: 94%

• Proportion of children not enrolled in school: boys 2.5%, girls 
8.3%

• Populations with improved sanitation facilities: 92.9%
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Discrepancies remain

Life expectancy at birth ranges from
71.2 to 83.4 years

Healthy years of life ranges from
59.8 years to 73.1 years
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Infant mortality ranges from
1.9 to 22.1 per 1000 live births

Rubella vaccination ranges from 
42% to 99%

Discrepancies remain
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Health is more than just SDG 3
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“Promoting intersectoral and 
interagency action for health and well-
being in the WHO European Region”
France, December 2016
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National and local networks:
catalysing action towards common goals
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South-eastern Europe Health Network  (SEEHN)

Subnational networks are key platforms for
implementation 16
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Regions for Health Network

Small Countries Initiative

Healthy Cities Network
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Health 2020 is increasingly incorporated into
national health policies
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Most countries have policies addressing health inequalities
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Investing in public health
pays back

We need a new, invigorated public 
health movement, because public 
health is a driver of equitable health 
improvement.
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Health systems

Health 
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Sales

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

“…all people and communities receive the quality
services they need, including health promotion, 

disease prevention, treatment and rehabilitiation, 
without financial hardship.”

Universal health coverage
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”It is unacceptable that 
people become poor as a 

result of ill health”

The Tallinn Charter
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Catastrophic out-of-pocket payments affect the poorest
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Out-of-pocket payment share of total health spending
is high in many countries
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DANGER ZONE: > 30%

WARNING

SAFE: < 15% with pro-poor policies

Source: WHO data for 2014

High- and middle-income countries in the Region
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Health systems respond to noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)
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INCLUDE INVEST INNOVATE

A vision for health systems in Europe: the future of the Tallinn Charter

Celebrating the 10th anniversary of 
the Tallinn Charter

Tallinn, Estonia
13–14 June, 2018
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40th anniversary 
of the

Declaration of 
Alma Ata
2018
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Making a sustainable health 
workforce in Europe
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Ensuring access to effective, high-quality medicines for all
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Tackling the main disease burdens
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NCD outcomes – a success story (?)
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Major gains in measles and rubella elimination
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Measles cases,
WHO European Region, 2016

Progress is hampered by setbacks
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From malaria elimination to
maintaining malaria-free status 

THE ASHGABAT 
STATEMENT
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The Region has the fastest decline in 
tuberculosis (TB) incidence and mortality

Estimated TB incidence rate Estimated TB mortality rate
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Estimated TB/HIV rate

6.2% annual increase 
between 2011 and 2015

TB/HIV coinfection is on the rise
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The HIV epidemic is moving at an alarming rate

New HIV diagnoses in the WHO European Region 2006–2015 39
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A comprehensive response is guided by national strategies
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Mark World Antibiotic Awareness Week in November
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Health emergencies, preparedness,
surveillance and response
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Roles

Responsibilities

Accountabilities

Timelines

Partnerships

WHO’s Health Emergencies Programme is fully functional
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NUCLEAR DISASTER
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Rapid and efficient response
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Determinants 
of health

Determinants 
of health
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Making good progress 
on tobacco control

Tobacco plain packaging 
legislation now in:

• France
• Georgia
• Hungary
• Ireland
• Norway
• Slovenia
• United Kingdom
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Alcohol consumption is declining too slowly

We are aiming for a 10% 
decline until 2025 to achieve 
the 2030 global target. 
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Social determinants
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Ostrava Declaration: European 
countries committed to national 

implementation by 2018
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