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Honourable chair, distinguished delegates,  

The IFMSA and EMSA applaud the efforts of WHO in strengthening national and regional 
capacities to effectively prevent, prepare for, detect and respond to public health threats and to 
provide support to affected countries, when necessary.  

We regret the thousands of deaths and immeasurable suffering caused by Emerging Infectious 
Diseases outbreaks, the risk of which remains a major public health concern and will have many 
long-term impacts on the societies and economies of the affected countries.  

This is why we believe strong action is required to improve preparedness and respond better to 
future outbreaks. Emerging Infectious Diseases are affecting nations across the world and have 
demonstrated their capacity to overload existing healthcare systems in diverse circumstances.  

As the next generation of Health Professionals, we believe that an approach to strengthen health 
systems in many countries towards public health preparedness and response should include the 
following principles: 

• Lead coordination of the Health Cluster in disaster response for future outbreaks whilst 
including all relevant international, governmental, non-governmental and local 
stakeholders.  

• Urge Member States to include all relevant non-governmental and local stakeholders in 
their response to emergencies, as well as advocate for joint ’One-Health’ efforts to 
strengthen preparedness.  

• Encourage Member States to provide governments with the technical advice and 
political push to continue with national efforts to achieve Universal Health Coverage;  

It is only by taking coordinated steps, open sharing of knowledge, technologies and materials, 
including viruses and other laboratory samples, that we can truly push forward the International 
Health Regulations and optimize secure global public health. Thank you! 


