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Presentation Notes
Dear Ministers, dear Ladies and Gentlemen This is a very important event where we create a joint platform  for MSs and partners to join forces and work together for the health, wellbeing and potential of every child and young person in the European Region and beyond.  
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of France for hosting this high level event and the active contribution in the development of this collaborative initiative.
 
I would like to give my warm appreciation to the colleagues at UNESCO for making this historic venue available for such an important meeting.

We have convened with a sense of urgency to act together to address health inequalities, improve the social and economic determinants of health and to improve the health and well-being of children and young people and their families, in the setting where they grow-up, live, play and learn.
 




We are on track towards a healthier Europe
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If we look at the data on these slides we can see that average levels of health between countries across the region are improving for life expectancy and premature mortality.
 
Yet the gains are not shared across society. Differences are observed at every age in the lifecycle including in early years and through young life. 

Unequal health, lower educational outcomes, higher rates of material deprivation, income insecurity and the risk of poverty cluster together, creating entrenched pockets of vulnerability. 

Added to this are the effects of gender norms and stereotypes and discrimination based on gender, ethnicity, sexuality and religion in access to services and participation in society. 
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These multiple vulnerabilities limit the wellbeing and life opportunities of families and their children. But they are not inevitable
 
These are challenges that affect all our sectors and all of our agencies. Member States of the WHO European Region are already taking many steps to meet these challenges and are committed to respond to the health and well-being needs of children and adolescents. 
 
However we need different solutions to tackle the major challenges which hamper our success. We also need to seize new opportunities to accelerate progress. This includes reducing social inequities, protecting human rights and building resilient communities. It also includes protecting natural resources and sustaining public systems to enable all in society to achieve their full potential, and to safeguard their wellbeing through difficult periods.  



From evidence to action
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The evidence is clear: giving children a good start in life is essential to generate dividends for the well-being, development, sustainability and resilience of today’s society and for future generations. 

The evidence is equally  clear that social determinants of health, social inequalities and social protection has to be addressed more vigorously – in order to leave no one behind. 

Health 2020, the European strategy and policy framework for health and well-being sets out the evidence base, policy directions and governance to improve health and wellbeing in the European region.  

The evidence is rich and convincing and our challenge here today is to agree on taking forward the evidence and acting on the policy recommendations, including and how our sectors should work together. We have already come a long way on other important determinants of health such as health behaviour and the environmental determinants of health but now it is time to focus on the social and economic determinants at the health of the inequalities that scare our revion.

This calls for transformative action.


Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS) in
the WHO European Region
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The implementation of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides us with a renewed impetus for such transformative action. The Sustainable Development Goals are fully aligned with Health 2020. Both Health2020 and the SDGs put children and their families at the centre of whole-of-government policy development and service provision. 

Both Health 2020 and the SDGs challenge us to explore transformative pathways and adopt responsive policies, and ensure that we are providing an optimal mix of interventions to improve the health and development outcomes of all our children in the first two decades of their lives. 
 
To meet this challenge we must ensure no child or young person is left behind.  
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Starting with the health, education and social sectors, it is imperative that we move towards improving the financial, environmental, psychosocial and material conditions for ALL children, adolescents and their families
 
Social protection systems are key. To ensure health and well-being in current and future generations, social protection needs to start early in life and adequately address all other transition steps throughout life.
 
Well designed, gender responsive and country owned social protection systems are powerful instruments to enhance human capital and productivity. They are key to eradicate poverty and to reducing inequalities and contribute to building social peace. 
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Social Protection Policies include universal health coverage and income protection. This is particularly important in our region which is struggling with the ongoing effects of the financial crisis and where: 
 
Risks of poverty across OECD countries has been shifting from the elderly towards youth since the 1980s. 
Children are  now at greater risk of poverty or social exclusion than the rest of the population in 20 of the 28 EU Member States (figures from 2014) and in-work poverty is increasing 
There has been a sharp rise in mental health problems of a generation of young people experiencing high unemployment, low wages and insecure working conditions
1.5 million People in Europe today with unmet healthcare needs resulting from budget cuts and austerity politics between 2008-2015. 
	McKee, Martin, et al. "Universal health coverage: a quest for all countries but under threat in some." Value in Health 16.1 (2013): S39-S45.
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But the evidence shows us that investing in UHC & social protection systems is a way out of recession and an essential part of National Development Strategies. Helping us to achieve inclusive growth and sustainable development with equitable social outcomes. 
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The health sector has a lead role to play along with welfare and education in supporting parents and care givers to foster nurturing relationships with their children and create empowered and resilient communities.

Nurturing relationships, including breastfeeding and good nutrition, is the foundation for early childhood development. We must support the critical early moments that determine bonding between parents and their children, including providing the love and security necessary to give them the best start in life. 
 
The settings where children are born, grow up, play, learn and live are where integrated high-quality services across the health, education and social spectrum can have a major impact to improve the health of all children and families.
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Universal good quality, affordable and accessible early years learning programs are one of the most powerful equalisers of health, social and economic opportunities, even before a child reaches the school gates. 
 
These benefit all children BUT they have the greatest impact on the social, physical, emotion wellbeing and readiness for learning of children who are exposed to multiple vulnerabilities.  

To quote UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon “The Sustainable Development Goals recognise that early childhood development can help drive the transformation we hope to achieve over the next 15 years.”, Sept 22, 2015
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Schools and education are a key determinant of the health and wellbeing of children and adolescents. 
Ensuring that All schools and pre-schools are health promoting and by making the experience of school safe, inclusive and non-violent creates more resilient and empowered young people and leads to better health and educational outcomes.  
 
Schools also have a role to provide access to important services including health services and sexuality education. These are key to enhancing a child and adolescents sense of personal safety, their social skills and their health literacy from a very early age.
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For vulnerable children, educational and health problems coexist with other social challenges: it is important that health, social and education providers take action to identify children at higher risk early in life. 
 
This includes joint approaches to child protection issues and services.
And the early detection and intervention of children with developmental delays, difficulties and disabilities.
 
Here we need to consider the dignity and rights of all children and families and ensure they are involved in the decisions that affect them.
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Children need safe places to learn, play and live. Overcrowded unclean environments and poor living conditions, or with few or poor facilities for play and learning, undermine children’s development potential and affects their well-being and ability to perform at school. 
 
Ensuring accessible housing with proximity to services, schools and transport and in clean and safe environments plays a key role in ensuring the best start for all children and adolescents.

The commercial determinants of health also shape the environment in which children and adolescents live learn and play, including in online spaces.
 
Combatting the  advertising , availability , accessibility and affordability of tobacco and alcohol and of foods  high in fats, sugar and salt needs a multinational approach 
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The transition between school and work can be a long and difficult process and is a critical moment in which the cycle of poverty and inequality can be broken. 

Good policies and interventions through whole-of-government approaches can play a role in securing opportunities for further education, easing the transition from education to work, and increasing the opportunities for entrepreneurship and decent conditions of work for young people. Health.
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To go far, we need to go together. Transforming our policies and actions to deliver better lives and a healthier younger generation needs enabling and guiding instruments. 
 
We also have to ensuring coherence with existing work, frameworks, policies and commitments in the European Region. 
 
This approach offers us a way to accelerate and deepen the impact of our respective efforts. 
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In moving ahead to a European region with stronger coordination and cooperation a major priority is to continue to implement national development policies and strategies that include investing in health, education and social policies as core investments in building human capital, inclusive societies and sustainable development. 
 
Allocating and aligning budgets and financing for key sectors that develop human capital such as the health, education and social sectors as well as youth employment policies and programmes is crucial to ensure we can meet our common goals. At the heart of implementation is the workforce from our sectors.
 
We need new forms of evidence and data including on social outcomes such as resilience, health and social literacy, and on measures of  objective and subjective health and well-being
 
It also calls for enhancing our analytical and monitoring to better capture the returns from multisectoral policies and interventions and hold ourselves to account.
 
We must improve coordination between our sectors on data sharing, increasing the harmonization and the disaggregation of data especially to guide collaboration for greater health equity
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This event over the next 2 days is not an isolated event but part of a process of continuing the regional dialogue to improve the health and well-being of children and adolescents as well as the vulnerable ones in our societies in the European Region.
 
We recognize that achieving change in improving the health and well-being of children and adolescents and the population at large means we have to take a political decision to put the health and well-being of children, adolescents and their families high on the political agenda at all levels.
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