
 

HEN Report Uptake Summary 
HEN publishes synthesis reports which aim to support public health decision-makers in the WHO European 
Region to formulate health policies based on the best available evidence. To understand how each HEN 
synthesis report is disseminated, shared, discussed and used, and then contributes to public health decision-
making, the HEN Secretariat analyses the uptake of each report. The HEN Secretariat assesses the short- and 
long-term (up to one year) reach of each HEN report and summarizes the findings in a brief format. 
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Summary of uptake 
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Other notable mentions: 

• Received "Highly commended" recognition in the public health category of the 2017 British 
Medical Association Medical Book Awards. 

• Used by Ted Fischer, anthropologist, to teach a course at Vanderbilt University in the United 
States. 

Added values described by commissioners and reviewers 

“The report has been used to start and legitimize a new conversation about narrative 
research method” – Nils Fietje, Research Officer, Division of Information, Evidence, Research 
and Innovation, WHO Regional Office for Europe (commissioner). 

"This document is a small seed that could have a significant impact on health systems, 
involving all players in the industry: by now, narrative approaches are among the fundamental 
tools for European health policies in 53 countries .... The cut of this document is very strict: it 
was the strategy chosen to make the main message that health narrative methods have their 
"methodology" [translated from Italian]. Maria Giulia Marini, Epidemiologist and Head of 
International Relations of SIMeN (Societa Italiana di Medicina Narrativa), Director of Health 
and Health of the ISTUD (Istituto Studi Direzionali) Foundation (peer reviewer). 

"The importance of this report is primarily in the scientific community’s recognition of the 
value and utility of the narrative approach." [translated from Italian] –Professor Antonio 
Virzì, President of the Italian Society of Narrative Medicine. 

“One of the conclusions of the report, is the need for specific and appropriate training for 
researchers …. For SIMeN, this translates into the need to ensure quality training.” [translated 
from Italian] – Stefania Polvani, chairman of SIMeN (peer reviewer). 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/news/news/2017/09/who-receives-british-medical-association-bma-medical-book-awards
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/news/news/2017/09/who-receives-british-medical-association-bma-medical-book-awards
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/anthropology/bio/ted-fischer
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