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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
is a complex issue at the 

human–animal–environment 
interface
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Examples of WHO strategies on AMR

Global Strategy, 
2001

Jaipur
Declaration on 
Antimicrobial 
Resistance, 

2011

European 
strategic 

action plan, 
2011

South-East 
Asia regional 

strategy,  
2010
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Key priorities of regional implementation

• African Region
– Building integrated AMR surveillance 

capacity

• Region of the Americas 
– Regional integrated AMR surveillance 

networks, national programmes on AMR

• Eastern Mediterranean Region 
– Increased attention, promotion of rational use and infection control

• South-East Asia Region
– Emphasis on “one health” approach

• Western Pacific Region
– AMR surveillance in the health sector
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Limiting antibiotic use in food animals in WHO 
European Region 
• Prudent-use policies
• European Union (EU), 2006:  withdrawal of the use of 

antibiotics as growth promoters
• EU Zoonoses Directive

– Integrated surveillance of AMR

• European Surveillance of 
Veterinary Antimicrobial 
Consumption (ESVAC) project 
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European strategic action plan on 
antibiotic resistance

2011–2016
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Comprehensive AMR action plan for Europe

Seven strategic objectives

1. Promote national coordination
2. Strengthen surveillance of resistance 
3. Promote rational use of antibiotics, including 

surveillance of antibiotic consumption 
4. Improve infection control and stewardship of 

antibiotic use in health care settings
5. Promote surveillance, prevention and control of antibiotic 

resistance in the food chain
6. Promote research and innovation on new antibiotics
7. Improve awareness on antibiotic use and risk of increasing 

resistance
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Expanding AMR surveillance throughout Europe

• European Antimicrobial 
Resistance Surveillance 
Network (EARS-Net)

• Central Asian and Eastern 
European Surveillance of 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
(CAESAR) network

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control Source: WHO Regional Office for Europe
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• European Surveillance of 
Antimicrobial Consumption 
network (ESAC-Net)

Expanding AMC surveillance throughout Europe

• WHO Regional Office for 
Europe–ESAC Project Group

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 

Source: Antibiotic use in eastern Europe: a cross-national database 
study in coordination with the WHO Regional Office for Europe. 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 2014, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-
3099(14)70071-4.
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• European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD)
– Expanded to 44 countries

Expanding awareness throughout the Region
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Key messages on the regional role

• Shape and implement the global action plan 
• Support country action:

– Facilitate national intersectoral and interdisciplinary coordination
– Promote prudent use policies and enforcement
– Build surveillance capacity
– Raise awareness among all stakeholders
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Thank you for your attention!

Further information is available on the WHO Regional Office 
for Europe website 

(http://www.euro.who.int/amr

and 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-
prevention/food-safety) 


